CHP Health Visioning and | ssue Summary

TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Abundance and variety of safe and nutritional foods for all with a large percentage of food produced locally

CommunityNotes:

A: VisionDetail Family and community gardens provide a significant source of fresh fruits and

vegetables
| ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

1 There is a need for more residents to grow some portion of their food supply; educational
opportunities, such as the Master Gardener Program (WSU) are available locally to help people learn

about home food production

2 We need more local farms/producers
3 Local food production at home and in neighborhoods

4 Education is needed on self-sufficient farming

5 More community and school gardens are needed to teach food competence

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert
Seniors and Senior Advocate C
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on

Oral Health Community

B: VisionDetail Food produced and consumed in Whatcom County is safe

| ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

1 There are many issues related to food safety and not much appreciation or understanding of the risks;

2 Large food producers are driven by buyers who demand safety documentation but small scale

agricultural producers have few epidemiological indicators

3 Safe food handling is a standard issue

4 Shellfish need protection from contamination to assure safety for human consumption

5 Fewer chemicals used in gardening and an increase in organic growing

6 Reduction in food addictives to increase the health of our foods

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Environmental Health
Emergency Preparedness Com
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
Environmental Health Commun

Medical Providers and Boards
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Abundance and variety of safe and nutritional foods for all with a large percentage of food produced locally

C: VisionDetail

Much of our food supply is grown and distributed locally

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Long-term sustainability of agricultural land use is in question

Currently Whatcom County depends on out-of-county food supplies
There is a lack of fresh locally-grown organic food
Whatcom residents need access to a consistent supply of locally grown produce and dairy products

The public needs to be educated regarding the huge variety of food available in Whatcom County;
distribute and make the public aware of Farm Maps, for instance

Access needs to be easier; for instance: fruits and vegetables could be delivered to homes

Support is needed to encourage local farmers and suppliers

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Environmental Health
Lynden Public Forum on April 2
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Environmental Health Commun
Pregnant and Parenting Wome
Oral Health Community

Physical Activity Coalition

D: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

7

8

9

Prime agricultural land/soils are protected

I ssues related to Vision Detail
Long-term sustainability of agricultural land is in question

If weather patterns change due to global warming, food production centers could change also

100,000 acres of agricultural farmland are needed as a base for agricultural production; 87,000 are
currently protected through agricultural zoning

To see the health and sustainability of a civilization just look to agriculture; our farmlands must be
protected

Agricultural land will decrease if development standards don't protect farmland
Farmers need education on financial management of farms to increase viability
Research is needed to improve farming techniques

Water rightrs must be preserved to maintain the viability of farming operations

Beginning farmers need access to investment capital for economic viability

10 Without farmland succession planning, farmland preservation is in jeopardy

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Environmental Health
WWU Behavioral Health Couns
Pregnant and Parenting Servic
Education Community
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on

Social Services Community
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Abundance and variety of safe and nutritional foods for all with a large percentage of food produced locally

E: VisionDetail The nutritional needs of every person are met in terms of quality and quantity for
maintaining an optimal level of health

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Nationwide food availability is no longer a given Expert

2 Reduction in the availability of endangered fish species (chinook & chinook salmon & searun

cutthroad) results in less nutritional diversity in local food supplies WCHD Community Health

3 Not everyone has easy access to wholesome foods Seniors and Senior Advocate C
4 Food bank resources do not usually include fresh fruits and vegetables Developmental Disability Com
5 Migrant workers have long work hours and not enough access to nutritional food Emergency Preparedness Com

6 Not all residents of Whatcom County have food security Sudden Valley Public Forum on

7 Local fast food/short-order restaurants should serve health foods to meet consumer demand .
Ferndale Public Forum on May

8 No person should go hungry in Whatcom County Ferndale Public F M
erndale Public Forum on May

9 Currently there are too many processed foods
Environmental Health Commun
Medical Providers and Boards

Oral Health Community
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Clean air to breath

CommunityNotes:

A: VisionDetail

All digible school busesin Whatcom County are retrofitted so that students are
not exposed to diesel exhaust or particulate emissions

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

Diesel is a known carcinogen and the most prevalent carcinogen in the atmosphere; diesel exhaust
PM 2.5 (particulate matter) is very harmful.

The Ferndale School District runs biodiesel in all school buses because the PM 2.5 levels are much
lower

School buses produce diesel exhaust; the cost of retrofitting a school bus is $15,000-$18,000 per
vehicle

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

B: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Clean indoor air

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

Indoor air quality problems in some homes; people sometimes get medical intervention but the
environmental stimulus is not identified

Some buildings are poorly constructed and this allows mold to accumulate indoors. Mold is a trigger
for asthma. Mold is is sometimes difficult to get rid of and if it is in the walls demolition is required.
Black mold growth can be a real issue in our climate.

As building efficiency/airtight standards increased, so did indoor air quality issues; a house built
between 1979 and 1998 needs adequate positive ventilation

Improvements are needed in the measurement of air quality.

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Environmental Health
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Clean air to breath

C: VisionDetail Clean outdoor air
I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Air quality is declining and GBPSIAS international airshed indicators (air quality emissions from E
. ) o ) xpert
lifestock) affect health and environmental biodiversity
2 Air pollutants include: (1) marine sources from bunker oil burned by ships moving through the Puget WCHD Disease Response and
Sound, (2) diesel exhaust and particulate emissions from diesel exhaust; (3) agricultural ammonia
excretions (white haze); (4) reactive nitrogen in the air (altering the ecosystem) WCHD Environmental Health
3 Wood smoke is an air poIIL_Jtant (some_PM 2._5) in some co_mmunit_ies, such as P_(end_all in the Disease Control Community
Columbia Valley. Non-attainment for air quality standards in the winter months in this area. 4
monitors per year. Pregnant and Parenting Servic
4 People are exposed more to ozone levels in the summertime whe more time is spent outside. There o
is no known "safe" level for ozone. Federal standards are inadequate.Clean, warm, sunnys days Developmental Disability Com
combined with moisture and high population and oil refineries are precursors to high ozone levels.
) . ) . ) ) Pt. Roberts Community
5 There are a few Bellingham communities that have air pollution problems when inversions produce
concentrations of pollutants. Emergency Preparedness Com
6 Ozone is a carcinogen, asthmatic trigger, impedes breathing and can stimulate heart disease ) ) )
Foothills Public Forum on April
7 Emission control standards should be enforced and appropriate to protect our air
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
8 Improvements are needed in the measurement of air quality.
Blaine Public Forum on May 06
9 Air needs to be properly moniitored in the Pt. Roberts area due to "container port" sea traffic
producing coal and sulfur dust and diesel emissions Ferndale Public Forum on May
10 Walking, running or biking without breathing CO2 emissions from gas engines is health for the body )
WCHD Community Health
11 Cars are needed that reduce the use of gasoline dependence; there is existing technology where cars
run on air! Environmental Health Commun
12 C_itize_ns do not ha\_/e adequate information readily available on what is being emitted into the air from Medical Providers and Boards
oil refinery production
Oral Health Community
Physical Activity Coalition
D: VisionDetail Cross-border partnership with Canada to address air pollution issues
I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Heatlh Officers for Vancouver, BC need to take the lead on air pollutants that impact Whatcom

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

County

Expert
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Excellent water quality and availability

CommunityNotes: City of Bellingham goal for 2009: Reverse the decline in Lake Whatcom water quality by 2015

A: VisionDetail

Commercial and recreational shellfish beds are protected from contaminants

| ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

1 The Drayton Harbor watershed has elevated fecal counts due to agricultural sources (fecal-coliform
contaminants)

2 There have not been enough resources committed to solving the Drayton Harbor contamination
issues. This resutls in continual closure of the beds based on rainfall events.

3 There are too many closures of shellfish areas because of contamination

N

The water-community ecosystem is a good barometer; the ability to harvest shellfish says a great
deal about the health of our ecosystem

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert
WCHD Environmental Health

Environmental Health Commun

B: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Cross-border cooperation to limit negative impacts on Whatcom and BC water
supplies

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

1 Water from the Frazier River flows South from Canada into Whatcom County, thus creating potential
water quality issues that we have little control over (Abbotsford-Sumas International Aquifer Task
Force). Chicken farming in the south of BC may impact Whatcom groundwater. The Sumas River
flows north so we could also impact Abbotsford's water supplies.

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Excellent water quality and availability

C: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Protected and well-managed Lake Whatcom water shed

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Lake Whatcom is not a protected watershed and it serves 110,000 people

The health of Lake Whatcom is decreasing; what is the back-up plan if snow pack stops refilling the
lake adequately?

Trihalomethanes (THMs) are a significant toxin found in the quality of drinking and surface water in
the Lake Whatcom watershed

Reporting of water quality factors in the Lake Whatcom watershed are not adequate; additional
information is needed

Additional water resource education and research is needed on how to safely provide appropriate
levels of water treatment

The Growth Management Act is needed to protect Lake Whatcom from runoff and pollutants caused
by overpopulation; drinking water is degraded

Boating on Lake Whatcom and the use of fertilizers in the watershed produces unacceptable
contamination levels in Bellingham drinking water

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Environmental Health
WWU Behavioral Health Couns
Education Community
Education Community
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Environmental Health Commun

Oral Health Community
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Excellent water quality and availability

D: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Safe and available surface, ground, and drinking water throughout the county

| ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

Septic systems need to function properly in order to protect water supplies, particularly in sensitive
areas such as the Lake Whatcom watershed and shellfish protection areas such as Drayton Harbor

Agricultural run-off produces nitrates and fecal coliform contaminants. This is a huge issue in
agricultural areas of the county.

Whatcom County is in the top 1% of all counties in the United States for dairy production; cow refuse
has negative impacts on water quality. North of Lynden there are 500 prviate community wells with
above acceptable nitrate levels. This is a significant environmental exposure for rural residents.

Septic systems should not be placed in areas where there is agriculture and soils with high water
tables.

Pathogens can contaminate fresh produce if the water irrigating crops is contaminated

Some e-coli has been found in sampled shallow ground water West and Northwest of Lynden. Is this
representative of other parts of Whatcom County also?

A significant percentage of groundwater supplies have nitrate accumulation and some exceed federal
standards

80% of controllable anthropomorphic sources of groundwater contamination are attributed to animal
husbandry; education, outreach, and enforcement are needed in this area

Soil types are often not suitable for standard septic systems; there is a lack of awareness of this
important issue

Alternatives need to be found to phosphorous sedimentation from fertilizers and other sources
Forestry education is needed to understand the impacts of forestry on water quality

Pesticides in storm water, ground and surface water are usually not at "acute" levels; pest
management programs reduce impacts on water resources

Lake Whatcom, Lake Samish, the Nooksack River and ground water all needed to be protected from
pollutants

An aggressive On Site Septic (OSS) system is needed to protect and restore our water resources
New regulations and better treatment and monitoring of stormwater needed

As the population of Whatcom County grows, the issue of safe and abundant water becomes more
important

Septic system protection plans must be cost effective

Ideally, education and focus on personal responsibility should be encouraged prior to government
intervention (septic systems)

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Disease Response and
Physical Activity Coalition
Disease Control Community
WWU Behavioral Health Couns
Pregnant and Parenting Servic
Education Community
Developmental Disability Com
Emergency Preparedness Com
Lynden Public Forum on April 2
Foothills Public Forum on April
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Ferndale Public Forum on May
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
Environmental Health Commun
Medical Providers and Boards

Oral Health Community
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Excellent water quality and availability

19 Planning decisions should prioritze the importance of a clean water supply
20 Home owners consider low-water-useage landscaping alternatives, such as natural habitat
21 Water resources are limited
22 Water quality improvements are needed on Lummi Island; community/collaboratively owned water

purifiers are needed
23 Not all regulations regarding water quality are strictly enforced

E: VisionDetail Water isavailable for all Whatcom residents

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Already there are discussions regarding water allocation: closing of watersheds, alloting of water .

based on availability; those who have senior water rights (granted by Department of Ecology) have a WCHD Environmental Health

great deal of power; perhaps private wells will not be permitted in the near future because water WCHD Community Health

allotments have already reached maximum
2 Climate changes may impact the ability of Lake Whatcom to provide water (currently 85,000 people

get their drinking water from this source)

F: VisionDetail Water quality is carefully monitored

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Canada is providing more consistent environmental monitoring than is being done in Washington Expert

State
2 New septic O&M regulations are aimed at protecting surface and ground water quality Disease Control Community
3 There is concern that prescription drugs are contaminating our water suppllies Lynden Public Forum on April 2
4 Monitoring is need to track the amount of nitrates and heavy metals in our water supplies Physical Activity Coalition
5 The quality of bottled water needs to be properly monitored; is water in plastic bottles safe? Do we

need to return to glass bottles?
6

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Water in Lake Whatcom should be continuously monitored for contaminants; need policy for
pharmaceutical disposal
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

CommunityNotes: City of Bellingham goals for 2009: Encourage alternative transporation & Master plan urban villages

A: VisionDetail Full accessisavailableto all Whatcom residents regardless of ability

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Full recreational opportunities should be available to individuals with disabilities

Developmental Disability Com

2 Sidewalks need "cutouts" for wheelchair access

3 Transporation options accommodate people with disabilities

B: VisionDetail Green building technologies are utilized

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detalil Sources of Vision Detail

1 Tehnologies, such as wind power and other alternative energy sources, have fewer impacts on the
environment

Education Community

2 Green living is needed to minimize environmental impacts Blaine Public Forum on May 06

Environmental Health Commun
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

C. VisionDetail Health concernsare built into growth and devel opment conver sations and
solutions.
I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Currently, health impact analyses are not part of formal land use planning processes Expert
2 Planning decisions that result in the loss of farmlands impact the ability to sustain local food supplies .
and thus impact population health WCHD Disease Response and
3 Outdoor lighting design provides efficient lighting at crosswalks but does not provide excessive WCHD Environmental Health
lighting "pollution” through the neighborhood
. . WWU Behavioral Health Couns
4 There is a lack of health-focused planning
5 Paths and walking trails are built with safety in mind Education Community
6 A built environment is needed that supports healthy lifestyles Emergency Preparedness Com
7 Cluster services near residences to encourage "active" transportation (walking, biking, etc.) Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
8 Healthy choices should be easy choices and choices that are encouraged by community design Blaine Public Forum on May 06
9 Design is an essential feature in creating strong communities; strong communities create strong Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
bonds and better mental health
10 Reduction of noise pollution should be an important aspect of the growth and development Oral Health Community
conversation . - .
Physical Activity Coalition
11 Lack of preparation for the impacts of global climate change; lack of attention to mitigating the
causes of global climate change
12 Planning and permitting should be done with attention to health consequences
D: VisionDetail Indoor enviornments are constructed to foster the health of occupants

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

1

2

3

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Heatlhy indoor lightighting should be a component of the built indoor environments

Not all buildings provide access for the disabled

Consider ergonmics in building construction and indoor enviroments

Sources of Vision Detail

WCHD Community Health
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

E: VisionDetail

Land uses are separated

| ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

Concentrating populations in urban centers increases the cost-effectiveness of service delivery, such
as EMT services. These services are much more costly when the population is spread out.

The Growth Management Act should be in place so that urban growth is centrated and resource
lands are preserved

Incompatible land uses and inflexible land development regulation.

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

Environmental Health Commun

F: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Planning decisions are based on the Smart Growth Initiative, including: adopting

urban village strategies, linking urban villages by mass transit, changesto
parking space per housing unit regulations, and observation of energy efficiency
standards

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

We don't prioritize alternative to vehicular traffic; this is a roadblock to the development and
proliferation of other modes of transportation

We don't even have adequate crosswalks; we need to develop respect and encouragement for foot
traffic

Communities need to be re-designed to incorporate the self-contained/village model, including
accessible resources--stores, etc.

More buildings should be constructed with an aim to achieve Leed certification at the "gold" or "silver"

level

More planning needs to focus on sustaining the environment

More community centers (in Blaine, for instance) are needed for young people and families; these
centers could provide parenting classes, positive activities for teens, apprenticeships.

City permitting processes need to be streamlined to encourage high density housing developments
that have positive health impacts

Living options should more fully support health--more community and neighborhood village options
should be available

Sources of Vision Detail
Expert

WCHD Disease Response and
WCHD Environmental Health
Seniors and Senior Advocate C
Blaine Public Forum on May 06
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
Environmental Health Commun

Physical Activity Coalition
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

G: VisionDetail Planning solutions are tailored to meet both urban and rural needs

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Currently, in the rural East County it is generally impractical to bike

Expert

2 Growth and development promotes both urban and city opportunities for physical activity

Physical Activity Coalition
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

H: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

10

11

12

13

14

15

Public transportation is plentiful and of excellent quality

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Better public transit services are needed, especially to link rural areas to avoid rural isolation

Access to public transportation should be efficient and affordable; individuals traveling to and from
Lummi Island should have ferry schedules meshing well with bus transporation on the mainland

As the population of Whatcom County rises, public transportation resources are stretched
The transportation infrastructure needs improvement

Fewer autos would have a positive impact on health; more cars on the roads use zero- to low-
emissions technology to reduce emissions and carpon footprint

The Whatcom transit system should include adequate rural and urban components

Improved public transportation for outlying county areas

More late night public transportation to meet all needs

More frequent WTA routes are needed to the Sudden Valley area

Shuttles are needed to trailheads, farmer's markets, Mt. Baker ski area, cross-country ski-areas, etc.
Dial-a-Ride transportation is needed throughout the county

There are few disincentives (except the rising price of gas/diesel) to discourage auto use (fewer
parking spaces, etc.)

Provide re-charging stations for electric vehicles
Car-share options are needed

Development should be transit oriented to reduce the need for private motor vehicle transportation

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

WCHD Disease Response and
WCHD Environmental Health
WCHD Community Health
Physical Activity Coalition
WWU Behavioral Health Couns
Education Community
Developmental Disability Com
Emergency Preparedness Com
Sudden Valley Public Forum on
Foothills Public Forum on April
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Blaine Public Forum on May 06
Ferndale Public Forum on May
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
Environmental Health Commun
Medical Providers and Boards
Pregnant and Parenting Wome
Oral Health Community

Behavioral Health Community
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

I VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

10

11

Sdewalks, walking trails, and bike lanes are abundant countywide; trailsare
multi-modal and "trail decorum” is practiced to accommodate diverse trail uses

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Children need safe routes to walk or bike to schools

There are differences between recreation and transportation trails.

There is a need to "balance user groups" in areas such as Boulevard Park and Arroyal Park: "Share
the Trails Campaign"

There is a lack of safe bike lanes (Lakeway, Guide Meridian, for example)

Road/sidewalk design and bike lanes should be created to separate foot and cycle traffic from road
traffic; safety features should include lighting and removal of view-blocking vegetation; focus on
transit-friendly designs and connectivity

Cities should coordinate with school districts when designing safe routes to school

The current built environment does not suffice in creating health; a tight community that is connected
by walking and biking patterned after eco-cities like the Amesterdam model is desirable

The built environment does not adequately support population health; communities should be built for
walking/biking access patterned after eco-cities such as the Amsterdam model

Recognition of season bike constraints in Whatcom County
Preserve existing trails

More walkable spaces and trail systems, including waterfront walkways

Sources of Vision Detail
Expert

WCHD Disease Response and
WCHD Environmental Health
WWU Behavioral Health Couns
Pregnant and Parenting Servic
Education Community

Foothills Public Forum on April
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Blaine Public Forum on May 06
Ferndale Public Forum on May
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
WCHD Community Health
Social Services Community
Oral Health Community

Physical Activity Coalition
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Planning efforts support a built environment that fosters population health and reduces impacts on global

J:  VisionDetail Urban development, the siting of new schools, waterfront development, rural
development and other big planning tasks are carried forward with priority
consideration given to population health impacts
I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Carbon generation increases global warming; Expert
2 Erec:ﬁgf:;;pmg:gnvﬁglaﬁiﬁs is counterproductive to encouraging greater levels of physical activity to WCHD Disease Response and
3 Attention should be focused on energy efficiency in order to reduce environmental impacts Physical Activity Coalition
4 Opportunities need to be created for people to live close to work WWU Behavioral Health Couns
5 The health & environmental impact of underlying zoning need greater consideration Pregnant and Parenting Servic
6 Urbanizing around marine bays is a threat to water quality because of increased auto run-off, pet Seniors and Senior Advocate C
waste, etc.
7 More mixed use zoning so that people can live near work and shopping Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
8 Problems such as the fuel crisis will eventually encourage face-to-face villages Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
9 School-home distances are sometimes a barrier to students biking to school; school siting should Social Services Community
consider how to facilitate safe modes of transportation for students
10 The waterfront should remain beautiful and accessible Environmental Health Commun
11 More communtiy centers are needed in rural areas Medical Providers and Boards
12 Community Center for the waterfront
K: VisionDetail Whatcom has an abundance of playgrounds and parksin all communities

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Parks and playgrounds are great community builders and we need more of them

Parks shoud be the center of the building community

A big park at 100 Acre Woods would provide increased recreational opportunities
More public meeting spaces are needed around Bellingham

Parks and greenspace are need in every community

Every neighborhood or housing complext should have an available playground for children

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Behavioral Health Community

Physical Activity Coalition
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Respect for biodiversity prevails in human decision making processes

CommunityNotes:

A: VisionDetail Decisionsthat impact the environment are made with consideration of impacts on
wildlife.

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Judson Lake (west of Sumas) could be the "poster child" for toxic wildlife impacts

[N

2 Rural lands have contributed to the hunting exposure of geese to lead. It is important to discuss
wildlife health as well as human health

3 Fisheries should work to preserve crabs

4 Hearing birds and frogs is health for the mind; people need a multitude of opportunities to connect
with nature--not just by traveling long distances but close to where they live and work

5 Healthy wetlands and waterways result in habitats for salmon and other species; once gone, we won't
get this back at any price

6 Preservation of various species needed: salmon, orcas, owls and migratory birds

Sources of Vision Detail
Expert

Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri

Environmental Health Commun

B: VisionDetail Wetlandsand greenways are preserved

I ssues related to Vision Detail
1 There has been a decrease in habitats (shorelines and uplands) that is tied to population density

2 More natural habitat should be preserved

3 Open spaces are preserved

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Sources of Vision Detail
WCHD Disease Response and

WCHD Environmental Health

Pregnant and Parenting Servic
Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
Blaine Public Forum on May 06

Bellingham 3 Public Forum on

WCHD Community Health
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Solid waste is reduced through conservation efforts and wastes are disposed of with minimal environmental

CommunityNotes:

A: VisionDetail Effortsto reduce solid waste focus on recycling, use of environmentally-friendly
and recyclable materials, reduced packaging, and green materials for building

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 Packing waste needs to be reduced; total volume of waste is up because of packaging

WCHD Environmental Health
2 More environmentally-friendly behaviors and products are needed Blaine Public Forum on May 06
3 Excessive consumption increases the waste "stream” ) .
Bellingham 3 Public Forum on
4 A ban is needed on plastics
WCHD Community Health
5 We need to improve our use of resources so that we reduce the waste of finite resources
Environmental Health Commun

B: VisionDetail Garbageislegally disposed of and not allowed to accumulate on properties

I ssues related to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail
1 People are allowed to accumulate garbage on their properties in violation of land use regulations

Expert

2 Countywide there are only 3 compliance staff to enforce solid waste violations Foothills Public Forum on April

3 There is approximately 50 years of landfill remaining in Whatcom County )
Environmental Health Commun

4 Removal of blight properties and garbage is a huge issue in the Kendall area. On April 20, the
Kendall Watch litter patrol found 20 dead rats and removed 660 pounds of litter and junk in 2 1/4
hours

5 Education is needed so that people understand how to keep their property clean and understand that
garbage pick-up is mandatory not a choice

C: VisionDetail Thereisa coordinated, partnership-based process for addressing solid waste
violations

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail Sources of Vision Detail

1 The current response to solid waste violations is complaint driven rather than proactive or
coordinated.

Expert

2 While enforcement paths give leverage in addressing solid waste violations, "partnership paths"
provide desireable coordination of efforts
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Very low levels of exposure to environmental toxins

CommunityNotes:

All medical wastes are disposed safely

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Safe medication disposal is needed

Sources of Vision Detail

Disease Control Community

Clean-up of Bellingham Bay sites has been completed

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Contaiminated sites impact fish consumption

Sources of Vision Detail

Expert

Clean-up of contaminated sites s prioritized based on health impacts

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

There are currently different clean-up standards for different sites. The "universe" of all sites is
broken out (highest % of sites to lowest): (1) Contaiminated sites; (2) Ranked sites (1-5); (3) Sites
with a formal agreement with Department of Ecology; (4) Sites with legislation to make something
happen; and (5) "Orphaned" sites or sites with impoverished owners or immediate health concerns.

Additional research is needed to thoroughly understand the health impacts of specific contaminated
sites.

Old couty landfills should be monitored: how many? Where are they? Who is reponsible?

No more superfund sites in Whatcom County

Sources of Vision Detail
Expert

WWU Behavioral Health Couns

Foothills Public Forum on April

A: VisionDetail
B: VisionDetail
C: VisionDetail
D: VisionDetail

Tuesday, July 01, 2008

Contamination issues at the Swift Creek asbestos site have been resol ved

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail

There is a natural slide of naturally occuring asbestos from Sumas Mountain flowing down Swift
Creek. Concerns have been raised because of known impacts of asbestos on health and potential
impacts on current residents.

Should dredging be continued at the Swift Creek site? Would dredgers be safe? A team is currently
working on how could dredging be safely accomplished in 2009.

Materials dredged from the Swift Creek site have been used as land fill throughout the count and
perhaps out-of-county

Sources of Vision Detail
Expert
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TOPIC: Healthy Environment

VISION: Very low levels of exposure to environmental toxins

Farmers and farmworkers and home workers are protected from the use of
chemicals

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Farmers and Farm workers are at greater risk of pesticide impacts on health because of their close
proximity to and continuous exposure to pesticide products

In terms of toxic-exposure, agricultural production has the potential for huge negative impacts on
families

Pesticide exposure needs to be reduced in Whatcom agriculture, including the strategy of promoting

local organic produce

A reduction is needed in the use of insecticides, herbicides and home lawn and garden chemicals
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WCHD Disease Response and

Bellingham 3 Public Forum on

Freedom from contaminants of air, water, food, etc.

I ssuesrelated to Vision Detail
Shellfish are threatened with water is contaminated

Clean soil
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Education Community

Medical Providers and Boards

Noise in the environment is kept to a minimum

I ssues related to Vision Detail
Noise pollution should be reduced
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Fairhaven Public Forum on Apri
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