WHATCOM COUNTY

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

Health Department

Whatcom Co. Housing Advisory Committee
MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, June 12, 2021 8:30-10:00 AM

Agenda Items
1.

Call to order, introductions (Brien)

2.

Action item: Approval of April 2021 Minutes (Brien)

3.

Agenda review (Brien)

Time
5 min

5.

Action Item
1. Homeless Strategies Workgroup Recommendations Oversight (document attached)
Reports/Discussion
2. 1590, 1406, and Affordable Housing Development
Action items:
3. BHA Samish Commons Project (see attached discussion form)
4. 1590 Strategic Plan
Reports/Discussion
5. 2060 Report
6. Eviction Prevention Funding and New Eviction Laws (Flyers, Resources)
7. FWC & Motel Spending
8. WHSC Update
Public Comment (2 minutes per person)

6.

Next meeting date: Thursday, August 12th, 2021, 8:30am to 10:00am

7.

Adjourn (Brien)

4.

70 min

15 min

All meetings are held in accessible locations. Sign language interpreter service, assisted listening devices and
communication materials in alternative formats are available upon four (4) working days advance notice. Contact Ashley
Geleynse, at 360-778-6066 or AGeleyns@co.whatcom.wa.us.
509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005
360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth
WhatcomCoHealth

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health

WHATCOM COUNTY

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

Health Department

Whatcom County Housing Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date/Time/Location:

April 8, 2021 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM – Virtual Meeting

WCHAC Members Present:

Diana Phair, Anne Deacon, Michael Jones, Satpal Sidhu, Tara Sundin, Brien Thane, Deanna Wildermuth,
Hadrian Starr, Kyle Christensen, Dean Fearing

WCHAC Members Absent:

Ashley Thomasson, Teri Bryant, Samya Lutz

Whatcom Co. Health Dept. Staff/Guests: Chris D’Onofrio, Barbara Johnson-Vinna, Ashley Geleynse, Debbie Paton, Amanda Hubik, Helen Campbell, Tyler
Schroeder, Liz Marshall
Agenda Item
A. Call to order,
introductions

Discussion
Introductions commenced and quorum present.

Action/Who
Brien

B. Minutes Approval

Michael moved that the minutes from the February meeting be approved. Anne seconded the motion. The
committee voted and the motion passed.

Ayes: 9 Abstain: 0
Motion Passed

C. Agenda Review

No additions to agenda.
WHSC Update was removed from agenda because no representative from WHSC was present.

Brien

D. Membership Update

Teri Bryant, the WHSC representative joined the board a couple months ago. New members as of March include
Deanna Wildermuth, Executive Director of Interfaith Coalition, Dean Fearing, Executive Director of Kulshan
Community Land Trust, and Ashley Thomasson, Housing Program Director for Lydia Place.

Chris

E. Reports/Discussion
1. Case Management
RFP Results

The five highest scoring applications will be funded through case management contracts for six months starting
July 1st. The variety of winning agencies are Catholic Community Services, Northwest Youth Services, Lydia
Place, Opportunity Council, and the YWCA. The total going out in contracts will be about $700-800k JulyDecember, and contracts can be extended for up to four years after December. In addition, the County has been
working with the City of Bellingham (COB) to improve the case management workforce to supplement our
housing services. Case management services will reach single adults, families with children, and the youth/young

Chris
Anne

Feb 2021 Minutes Approval
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360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
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WhatcomCoHealth

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
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www.whatcomcounty.us/health
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department
Agenda Item

2. New Funding: HB1590

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

Discussion
adult population. Clients will be served in emergency shelters, transitional housing, rapid-rehousing, and
permanent supportive housing projects.
HB1590 is a state statute that allows cities and counties to pass an increase to the local sales tax by 1/10 of 1%.
The City of Bellingham (COB) passed the tax, and will collect as much as $3M in annual revenue. The County
also passed the tax, which will contribute as much as $2M annually. 60% must be used for affordable housing for
households at 60% AMI or below, with certain populations being prioritized. The other 40% must be used for
housing related and behavioral health services. The County will coordinate efforts with the COB and small cities
to enhance money available.

Action/Who

Anne

The County Code states that this committee is responsible for providing the direction for this sales tax revenue.
Executive Sidhu would like this committee to develop five-ten year plan, with full focus on small cities by 2023.
The COB has been working on the project pipeline, and has 40 years of experience with housing development.
COB can help with the loan program aspect of development projects outside of Bellingham, and in turn the
County can help the City with providing behavioral health services for programs. There are more projects in the
pipeline than there are dollars. The City is recommending that 1590 revenue goes to fund projects currently in the
pipeline, but wait to allocate behavioral health funds until the City and County work together to develop a plan.
Tara reminded the committee that the City also has Community Development Advisory Board.
The Committee discussed how they would work through making recommendations for the new sales tax,
including the role of the Affordable Housing Planning Group, and using a similar process as making
recommendations for 1406 dollars. One possible immediate need for the use of the new funds is to help with
Phase 3 of the Bellingham Housing Authority’s Samish Commons project as they have run into some issues
delaying construction, driving up costs. Anne asked the committee if it would be reasonable for 1406 or 1590
dollars to go toward finishing this project. Tara and Michael are open to this idea. The County will look at the
Affordable Housing Planning Group membership to see how it can be expanded to incorporate small cities.
3. Eviction Prevention
and Rental Assistance
Funding

The Eviction Moratorium has been extended through the end of June. Opportunity Council is processing about
350-400 applications per month, and distributing rental assistance funds received from the Department of
Commerce and United States Treasury Department totaling about $16M. We anticipate the need is about as

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005
360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth
WhatcomCoHealth

Chris
Anne

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department
Agenda Item

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

Discussion
great as the amount of resources we’ve received. The funds can cover up to 12 months in arrears, and up to 3
months at a time in future rents, up to 12 months total. There may be more funds coming in through the American
Rescue Plan.

Action/Who

The Housing Authority was able to secure 75 additional mainstream vouchers from HUD, providing
permanent/long term assistance for households with one adult that has a disability. The Housing Authority may
be receiving additional housing choice vouchers administered through local preference providers Opportunity
Council, Lydia Place, and Northwest Youth Services, and will know more later next month.
About 80% of Lummi Nation HUD homes are getting rental assistance and utilities. The funding has been
extended into next year, to spend a total of $4.3M. The Tribe anticipates an additional $2.3M coming in for
mortgage assistance in the next couple weeks.
All cities and utility companies outside of cities are invited to talk with Debbie Paton from the Opportunity Council
to explore solutions for catching up on utility payments.
4. 1406 Update

Tara recommended sticking with the 60% allocated to rental assistance for families with children in 2020-2021,
but suggests revisiting the dollars allocated toward capital projects outside the COB. The committee discussed
1406, and the County will stick with the recommendation voted on by this committee and adjust as needed.

5. Point-In-Time Count
Update

The PIT Count took place in late January, into February. There was a larger undercount than usual outside of the
COB because surveying was limited due to COVID-19 and because the Homeless Outreach Team’s area of
operation is limited to the City of Bellingham. 862 individuals were counted from 625 different households, about
a 15-20% increase from 2020. The most notable difference from last year is the dramatic increase of people
sheltered in hotels, which almost lines up with the increase exactly. This could be due to several factors relating
to the pandemic. The Whatcom Homeless Service Center and the County are co-authoring the report, which is
expected to be completed by the end of the month.

Chris

The City and County offered to put together needs assessment for the Homeless Strategies Workgroup, a
workgroup created by County Council to address sheltering needs for people experiencing homelessness. On

Anne

6. Homeless Strategies
Workgroup Update
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WHATCOM COUNTY
Health Department
Agenda Item

Erika Lautenbach, Director
Greg Stern, M.D., Health Officer

Discussion
April 16th, the County will be presenting recommendations for consideration before the workgroup makes their
recommendation to County Council. The committee discussed the underutilization of shelters during the winter
months, why some people in specialty populations may not be accessing existing shelters, and where there may
be a need for more existing shelters

Action/Who

COB will be asking to City Council to adopt their Action Plan on April 26th. On March 22nd Opportunity Council,
Lydia Place, and the Housing Authority joined COB to present to City Council. This coming Monday Samya will
present proposals for over $5M of housing and human services dollars.

Tara

F. Public Comment

No public comment.

Brien

G. ADJOURN

9:54am

Brien

7. City Update

NEXT MEETING

509 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4005
360.778.6000 | FAX 360.778.6001
WhatcomCountyHealth
WhatcomCoHealth

Next regular meeting June 10, 2021, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m.
VIRTUAL

1500 North State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225-4551
360.778.6100 | FAX 360.778.6101
www.whatcomcounty.us/health
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IDENTIFIED SHELTER NEEDS AND GAPS
POPULATION/ISSUE
1. Families with Children
2. Young Adults (18-24)

3. Elderly women (55+)
4. Medically Fragile and/or
cognitive decline (Alzheimer’s,
dementia, etc.)
5. Special Populations at risk

6. Small Tent Encampments

7. Tiny Homes

8. Local Governments may not
be able to provide every type
of shelter desired
9. Under-utilization of available
shelters
10. Methamphetamine Use

11. Shelter availability in
neighboring counties

12. Point in Time (PIT) Count

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
65 – 85 FWC residing in motels currently is not conducive to longterm well-being of children
Young adults are more vulnerable living unsheltered. Last year
approximately 20 young adults utilized a shelter dedicated to their
age group.
This population has experienced an increase in living unsheltered
and tend to be more vulnerable.
Medical care at an inpatient level is no longer needed, but exiting
to homelessness may exacerbate one’s condition. Need a stepdown facility to extend care at a lower level.
Some populations face higher risk of harassment and potential
harm and would benefit from shelter opportunities that promote
safety and security. (LGBTQ, BIPOC, Disabled)
Approximately 80 – 90 small encampments are located throughout
the county. Access to waste removal and toilet facilities is limited
or non-existent. A number of people who are camping may not be
interested in accepting other forms of shelters offered by
government or private organizations.
In order to qualify as “shelter” as defined by HUD/Commerce, the
following criteria must be met: a) ability to adjust living structure
to climate (heat, opening window, fan); b) semi-permanent
structure to prepare or eat food; c) living structure must have four
walls, ceiling and a door that closes (lockable?); d) must have
reasonable access to sanitation facilities (less than 100 yards away,
with ability to shower, with hot & cold running water, and toilets;
e) electricity to the living unit.
Need to identify humane responses to people living unsheltered
who may not utilize shelter options that are available to them.
During the past winter as many as 80 beds on a given night were
not utilized.
Use of methamphetamine poses unique challenges to offering
shelter and housing to people who use the drug. Symptoms of use
include aggression, volatility, and contamination of living/shelter
units.
Skagit County does not have a night-by-night/quick access shelter
for its residents similar to Base Camp. (They have increased access
to motel stays, created access to shelter for 12 FWC, purchased 80
tiny homes, and other efforts.) Skagit residents are referred to
Whatcom resources at times.
2021 count of people living unsheltered mirrored the 2020 count.
218 living unsheltered. (NOTE: ~80 vacancies in shelter spots
during count). Had 171 more spots available in 2021. See Data.
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Point-in-Time Count Data
Where staying
ES
Transitional housing
Unsheltered
Grand Total

Where staying, including motel separate from ES
Emergency
Emergency - Motel
Transitional
Unsheltered
Grand Total

2021
Households

2020
Households
355
79
191
625

2021
Households

2021
Persons
308
71
176
555

2020
Households
267
88
79
191
625

2020
Persons
551
93
218
862

2021
Persons
300
8
71
176
555

380
109
218
707

2020
Persons
299
252
93
218
862

356
24
109
218
707
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WHATCOM COUNTY SHELTER/INTERIM HOUSING INVENTORY
Provider
Agency
DVSAS
Engedi
Refuge

Program
Name
Shelter
Program
Engedi
House

Description

Nightly units or
beds available

Population served/
Barrier Level?

Large communal-living house &
apartments
Privately funded and faithbased. Shared home for
survivors of sexual exploitation
Tiny home encampments with
shared kitchen and porta-potties

17 units (37
individuals max)
6 beds

Survivors of DV;
Low Barrier
Survivors of sex
trafficking; medium
barrier
Single adults;
medium barrier

Location

Bellingham

City/
County
Funding
Yes

Referrals from
network

Lynden

No

Application
required;
intake
screening
Coordinated
Entry

Fairhaven
and
Bellingham

In-kind
donation
(land)

Bellingham,
Ferndale

Yes

Homes NOW

Unity
Village &
Swift Haven

Interfaith
Coalition

Family
Promise /
Emergency
Shelter
Transitional
Housing

Houses for families experiencing
homelessness

4 family units

Families with
Children; Low
Barrier

Transitional family housing

1 family unit

Coordinated
Entry

Various

Yes

LMM

Agape
Program

F & Holly St.

No

Base Camp

8 units for moms
w/ children and 22
beds for single
women (60 beds
total)
190 Beds

Application
Required;
intake
screening

LMM

Private bedrooms for moms
with kids and double rooms for
single women; shared kitchen &
bathroom; meals provided; 1
medical respite bed
Large night-by-night facility for
adults; men’s and women’s
sleeping areas, shared
bathrooms & laundry service;
meals provided

Families with
Children; LowBarrier
Single moms w/
kids; single women
without kids;
medium barrier
Adults; Low Barrier

Drop-In

Cornwall
Ave.

Yes

Interfaith
Coalition

45 beds

Drop-in or
scheduled
admission
Drop-In
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WHATCOM COUNTY SHELTER/INTERIM HOUSING INVENTORY
LMM

Ascent
Program

CTK

Winter
Overflow

Lummi
Stepping
Stones

Emergency
Shelter

Lummi
Victims of
Crime

Emergency
Shelter

?

Lydia Place

Gladstone
Campus

5 units (maximum
of 18 people)

New Way
Ministries

Housing
Program

Transitional housing for up to 18
individuals (women w/ children)
who are members of 5
households.
Privately funded and faith
based. Transitional Housing

23 families

Screened by New
Way; Medium
Barrier

NWYS

PAD Shelter

Private bedrooms with shared
facilities

4 (during COVID)

NWYS

Husly
Shelter
Partnership
House

4 bedroom home used for
transitional housing
2-unit duplex for transitional
housing

4 beds

Minors (13-17
years old); low
barrier
Young adults (1824); low barrier
Families with
children; low
barrier

Opportunity
Council

Shelter and services for people
in recovery from SUDs; a
specialized care dorm for people
with behavioral health needs; 1
medical respite bed; meals
provided
Overnight shelter during the
winter months at former Dropin Center location
Program uses a pair of large
homes with bunk beds

43 beds

Adult men;
medium barrier

Application
required;
intake
screening

F & Holly St.

No

30 beds

Singles typically;
Depends on
operator
Tribal adults and
families with
children; low
barrier
Tribal survivors of
DV, including
children; low
barrier
Women with
children; low
barrier

Drop-In

Holly Street

Yes

Drop-In

Lummi
Nation

No

Drop-In

Lummi
Nation

No

Coordinated
Entry

Bellingham

Yes

Application
through New
Way
Ministries
Drop-In

Lynden

No

Bellingham

Yes

Bellingham

Yes

Bellingham

Yes

2 units

Coordinated
Entry
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WHATCOM COUNTY SHELTER/INTERIM HOUSING INVENTORY
Sun
Community
Services

Sun House

YWCA

Transitional
Housing

YWCA

Emergency
Housing

YWCA

Senior
Emergency
Housing

TOTAL BEDS
or
“households”
served

Emergency shelter in large
house for adults with mental
illness and history of
institutionalization
Medium-length stays; single
adults have private bedrooms
and shared facilities
Short-length stays; single adults
in “alcoves”; shared facilities
Short-length stays; single adults
in large room w/ dividers

9 beds

Single adults; low
barrier

Coordinated
Entry

Bellingham

Yes

27 beds

Single adult
women; low
barrier
Single adult
women; low
barrier
Single women aged
55+; low barrier

Coordinated
Entry

Bellingham

Yes

Coordinated
Entry

Bellingham

Yes

Coordinated
Entry

Bellingham

Yes

9 beds

5 beds

454 Household –
up to 516 beds
depending upon
family size
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Recommendations for Consideration by the Homeless Strategies Workgroup
OVERARCHING GOALS
Clarify extent of local government support
Build upon current resources where possible

Prioritize most vulnerable populations

Consider strategies and actions appropriate for local governments to support

Invest in long-term permanent solutions over temporary crisis solutions when resources are inadequate to do both

Action Steps & Potential Funding Sources
SHORT TERM
• Consider up to $100,000/month to serve 50 families during the months of November through March (and possibly more during
Provide motel stays for families with children
pandemic).
• Research what COVID Recovery monies may be available to support these stays
• Expand time span to include November and March
Establish Overflow Winter Shelter to offer individuals
when Base Camp is full
• Plan for 30 additional spots, and consider whether it is a possible option for an identified special population
•
Utilize previously agreed upon guidelines for opening these temporary shelters
Establish Severe Weather Shelters to offer individuals
who typically don’t utilize shelters when Base Camp and
• Recruit volunteer organizations to operate
Overflow Winter Shelter capacity has been reached
• Ask potential operators what they need from local government in order to operate a Shelter
• Focus initially on night-by-night shelters to determine utilization trends and needs
Establish a data collection process to assist in ongoing
analysis and planning
• Consider needs of most vulnerable populations:
a. Families with children
b. Needs of individuals aged 18–24-years may require an investment in separate shelter location, or designated space within
current shelters
i. Explore actual need/potential utilization of a young adult location (previous utilization was low)
ii. Determine how a young-adult shelter aligns with the current Ground Floor program
c. Needs of elders, people living with serious mental illness, LGBTQ, and BIPOC
i. Follow YWCA efforts in process, Sun House, other options
d. Continue to support the Homeless Outreach Team and review their qualitative data on needs of the people they are serving
• Reference Shelter Inventory
Support continuation of current Specialty Shelters
• No further investments in the number of taxpayer-supported tiny home encampment sites without in-depth research to ensure
Support continuation of current Tiny Home Villages as
the need exists (vs. wants), and that the response is the best practice for the situation
well as the pending village contracted by City of
Bellingham
• Ensure Tiny Home encampments supported by government qualify as “Shelters”
• Review other options for singles and couples that provide in-unit access to plumbing, heat, and meal preparation

Proposed Recommendation

Encourage local elected officials to work with Skagit
and Island counties to increase shelter capacity for
their residents
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Recommendations for Consideration by the Homeless Strategies Workgroup
LONG TERM
Interim housing units for families with children
as an alternative to motel stays

Establish shelter and services for people who are
medically fragile

Relocation of Base Camp to permanent home

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Explore long-term solution to replace the need for such a significant investment in motel stays and provide a better alternative for
children and parents.
Develop need, scope and feasibility for an interim housing complex:
a. Some families may return to shared living post pandemic.
Seek and procure community partner for operations
Identify long-term operational funding
Consider whether proposed state budget for capital support for shelters should/can be used to develop this interim solution
Support Unity Care and Peace Health’s partnership to build and operate Way Station, which is in planning, design and funding stage.
a. Way Station would serve up to 20 individuals
b. Co-locate medical services
c. Co-locate hygiene services
d. Co-locate support services/case management
Identify funding sources to support construction costs, where appropriate
Encourage section(s) dedicated to vulnerable populations and encourage coordination with other partner agencies
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WHATCOM COUNTY HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE (WCHAC)
Discussion Form
June 10, 2021
AGENDA ITEM #: Samish Commons Development Assistance
PRESENTER: Anne Deacon, Human Services Manager
BOARD ACTION:

 Action Item

Discussion

FYI - Only

SIGNIFICANT POINTS OR EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Bellingham Housing Authority’s Samish Commons development project will create new units of
permanently affordable housing on Samish Way at the former Aloha Motel site. The project’s third phase of
development will add 49 total units; 35 of those units reserved for households earning less than 50% of the
area median income, and the remaining 14 units available for households earning less than 60% of the
area median income. The phase three development will include one-bedroom (x25), two-bedroom (x19),
and three-bedroom (x5) units.
One of the project’s expected funding sources was not awarded and the project now faces a financial gap
that will be partially met with other funds from the City of Bellingham and from the Whatcom County
Executive’s office. The remaining need for funding totals $525,000. This will amount to approximately 2.5%
of the phase three building, and less than 1% of the entire 171-unit project.

BOARD ROLE / ACTION REQUESTED
Recommend spending 1406 funds to fill financing gap of $525,000 if other funding sources
are ineligible for that purpose.
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To: Mayors of Whatcom County
And Whatcom County Council Members

RE: 2020 Report on 2060 Very Low-Income Housing Program Activities
Backeround:
On March 9,2004 the Whatcom County Council approved the Interlocal Agreement between Whatcom
County and the Cities of Whatcom County for the purpose of administering surcharge funds generated as a
result of Substitute House 8i112060 and RCW 36.22.178. The Interlocal Agreement provides for the
establishment of an advisory committee. In June 2004, Whatcom County Executive Pete Kremen established
the Whatcom County Housing Advisory Commíttee (WCHAC). The committee includes a broad representation
of local housing service providers and government representatives (See attached WCHAC membership list).

WCHAC is charged with supporting the development and preservation of affordable housing to address the
critical needs of people with very low and low income throughout'Whatcom County, including people who are
homeless. The committee works to ensure that funds areutilized in a manner consistent with SHB 2060.
WCHAC meetings serve as a venue for public input regarding the use of housing funds. All meetings are open
to the public.
Permissible uses of these funds are limited to:

1.

Acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation of housing projects or units within housing projects
which are affordable to very low income persons.

2.

Supporting building operation and maintenance costs of housing projects or units within housing
projects eligible to receive Housing Trust funds that are affordable to very low income persons and
that require a supplement to rent income to cover ongoing operating expenses.

3.

Rental assistance vouchers for housing projects or units within housing projects that are affordable
to very low income persons and to be administered by a local public housing authority or other local
organizations that have an existing rental assistance voucher program consistent with U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development's Section 8 program.

4.

Operation costs for emergency shelters and licensed overnight youth shelters.

2020 expenditures are summarized below:
The majority of 2060 funds are made available by way of a Request for Proposal (RFP) process, with the
exceptions in2020 of Pioneer Human Services and Sean Humphrey House awards. The2020 funding
allocations totaling $238,839 were approximately 10% less than the previous year (2019), which were in the
amount of $266,766.

311 Grand Avenue Bellingham

WA,98225

(360)

778-5200

ssidhu@whatcomcounty.us
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Report to Whatcom County Cities & Whatcom County Council

May L8,2O2t
Page 2

of 3

Funding in2020 was used for permanent supportive housing and emergency shelter, as well as emergency
housing provided through motel vouchers. Utilities, personnel to carry out operations, insurance, and
maintenance costs are examples of operating costs that were funded. Projects funded in2020 were approved
by the WCHAC.
2020 Recipients of 2060 Operations Funds:

Applicant

Awarded

Domestic

Violence
and Sexual

$35,000

DVSAS is an emergency domestic violence shelter in Whatcom County. This
contract provided funding for partial costs of a safe shelter advocate, utilities,
insurance, and maintenance.

Assault Services

Interfaith
Coalition

Comments

$19,409

Interfaith Coalition provides four short-term Emergency Housing units in
Bellingham and Ferndale for homeless families. The contractor used these funds to
pay for utilities, insurance, rental costs, and minor repair and maintenance costs for
two short-term housing units in Bellingham and for two short-term housing units in
Femdale.

Northwest Youth
Services

Pioneer Human
Services

$65,000

Northwest Youth Services provides a continuum of housing options to homeless
youth ages 14 to 24.The contractor used 2060 funds to pay for personnel for the
emergency housing program (the PAD) NWYS operates, including the salary and
benefits for residential youth staff.

s73,328

PHS operates City Gate, which offers permanent supportive housing for offenders
re-entering the community from jail or prison, and others referred through the
Whatcom Homeless Service Center. The contractor used 2060 funds to cover a
portion of personnel costs.

$30,502

The WHSC operates the coordinated entry system and used 2060 funding to pay
for motel stays as emergency housing for highly vulnerable families with children
experiencing homelessness.

'Whatcom
Homeless
Service Center

Total
Awarded

9266,766

Total2020 Revenues: 2060 Fund -- $350.589
Total revenues in2020 increased by approximately 30Yo over 2019 revenues, which were in the amount of
$268,138. Document recording fee housing revenues have fluctuated since the county began collecting the fees in2002.
The following table indicates a record of fees collected from the ten-year period of 2010 through 2020.
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Report to Whatcom County Cities & Whatcom County Council
May L8,2O27
Page 3 of 3
Revenues: 2060 Fund
$13 Recording Surcharge
Fund 121100.4341.2100

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

3,1 56

16,051

16,787

15,665

23,178

11,548

14,011

13,167

13,937

14,383

20,014

12,996

16,844

17,539

17,892

l7,4t4

18,036

23,423

20,777

13,030

16,576

l6,2ll

r

s,310

17,106

20,659

22,764

17,436

21,295

13,429

17,499

18,t94

18,742

18.234

23,44s

22,349

14,763

17,300

19,386

14,444

18,941

20,195

20,611

21,953

24,008

3r,3s2

1s,789

13,931

18,069

19,762

15,253

1

r43

16,519

19,602

22,289

)a ))?

33,538

Aug

19,511

16,234

19,249

17,966

14,290

17,322

20,007

19,466

23,134

26,401

32,723

Sept

17,687

r

5,590

16,541

t5,994

14,239

r7,391

19,630

15,954

18.896

24,720

35,561

Oct

20,600

16,17l

20,982

15,ó81

16,040

15,863

19,215

10,192

21,230

27,195

36,680

Nov

20,292

16,000

t8,229

t1,873

I l ,981

13,481

17,414

24,926

18,821

24,809

3

Dec

21,592

17,300

21,860

13,127

15,077

16,359

19,010

r5,770

17,570

24,594

37,206

$208,763

$192,788

6217,057

$213,025

$164,012

$192,603

$211,099

s207,684

9227,370

$268,138

$350,589

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Jan

14,951

20,030

16,382

18,764

t2,398

12,637

1

Feb

14,273

15,208

16,017

18,297

I

0,836

Mar

16,370

17,727

16,541

20,104

Apr

15,493

14,735

I 8,451

May

14,666

r5,099

June

17,539

July

Annual
Totals

If you have any questions

8,

please contact Barbara Johnson-Vinna, Housing Specialist at the Whatcom County Health

Department, Human Services Division

(3 60)7 7 8 -6046.

Sincerely,

S i2-f S.rL
Satpal sinenlsi¿r,.,

Whatcom County Executive
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Behind in rent?
Concerned about eviction?
Are you a landlord experiencing financial
hardship as a result of the COVID-19 public
health crisis?
These services are available to ALL Whatcom County residents. Curious about
eligibility? Call us, we are here to help.

Opportunity Council provides limited financial assistance for rent and utilities.
Once appointments are full, they will reopen with more appointments the first
business day of the month. To complete the initial eligibility screening, landlords
or tenants may apply online at www.oppco.org/basic-needs/housing/help-withrent or leave a voicemail at 360-746-3826.
The attorneys of LAW Advocates provide free consultation to low income
Whatcom County tenants, and sometimes represent tenants in disputes with
landlords. LAW Advocates can also help renters with rental assistance applications.
All services are free. Please call 360-671-6079 ext. 15 and you will be called back
for an intake.
Attorneys with Northwest Justice Project (NJP) and LAW Advocates will represent
low-income tenants who are being sued for eviction at no charge, depending on
attorney availability. If you are being sued for eviction and do not have an
attorney, call the Eviction Defense Screening Line at 855-657-8387, or apply online
at www.nwjustice.org/apply-online. If you qualify, NJP or LAW Advocates will be
contacted about your case.
The Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center (WDRC) provides impartial case
management, conciliation, and mediation for tenants and landlords. These
services promote dialogue and resolution of rent payment plans and other
necessary agreements to maintain housing and prevent evictions. The WDRC
additionally facilitates access to existing rent assistance funds, legal assistance,
and human services as needed. The services are free and available in multiple
languages. Learn more at www.whatcomdrc.org, or by calling 360-676-0122.
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