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Our Watershed
What is the Lake Whatcom Stormwater Utility?
Whatcom County is required to manage stormwater in the Lake Whatcom watershed and reduce the amount
of stormwater pollution entering the lake. The purpose of the new Lake Whatcom Stormwater Utility (LWSU)
is to provide additional funding for the county’s efforts to clean up and protect Lake Whatcom water quality.
Existing funding sources were not sufficient to meet current and future Lake Whatcom program needs in order
to comply with federal Clean Water Act requirements.

Our Services
In 2021, the full annual fee was included on property tax
statements for the first time. Fees collected through the
LWSU are used by the county to supplement the following
program areas: capital project construction, maintenance
and small works, outreach and education, homeowner
incentives/residential retrofits, water quality monitoring, and
administrative costs associated with managing the stormwater
utility. The utility currently provides approximately 25% of the
county’s funding for Lake Whatcom management programs.
The remainder will continue to come from other county-wide
generated sources and grants.
For more information, visit: www.whatcomcounty.us/2830
or call the Whatcom County Public Works Stormwater Division
at (360) 778-6230.

What is Stormwater?
Stormwater is water from rain or snowmelt that flows across the landscape to the nearest
ditch, storm drain, stream, or water body. Stormwater picks up pollutants from the surfaces
it flows over and carries them downstream into Lake Whatcom. Managing our stormwater
and drainage is key to preserving the health of our local waterways and protecting public and
private property from erosion and flooding.

Stormwater Project Construction and Maintenance
Every year the Stormwater Division works on a variety of projects, both big and small, that help protect water
quality and reduce the risk of flooding. Some projects involve building new structures, while other problems
can be solved by fixing what is already there. Our Maintenance
& Operations crews work year-round to tackle chronic issues
and keep Lake Whatcom stormwater systems working correctly.

Silver Beach Creek - Phase One
A stormwater construction project designed to improve the
water quality entering Silver Beach Creek from the Woodlake
Meadows Estates was completed this fall. The installation of a
“Modular Wetland System” will treat runoff from approximately
22 acres of development by removing phosphorus, sediment,
metals, bacteria and other pollutants from the stormwater.

Filter Vault Maintenance
A filter vault is an underground structure containing barrel-shaped filter cartridges. The cartridges trap
sediment and absorb pollutants from stormwater runoff flowing through the system. The cartridges contain a
material called “media” that absorbs pollutants. The media used throughout the Lake Whatcom watershed is
designed to remove phosphorus.
Maintenance is performed on an annual basis. It includes disposing of the soiled treatment media, removing
the old cartridges, and replacing them with cartridges containing
fresh media. The old cartridges are sent back to the manufacturer
to be cleaned and reused. A vactor truck is used to remove any
sediment deposited in the vault since the last cleaning. Special
safety protocol is required because our staff must enter the vaults to
perform this maintenance.
While in the vault, an
inspection is performed
to check for any needed
repairs. The pretreatment
vault, located upstream of
the filter vault, is cleaned
at the same time.
There are a total of 23
filter vaults containing 248
cartridges within the Lake
Whatcom watershed. Each vault ranges in size, containing anywhere
from one to 33 cartridges. Lake Whatcom Stormwater Utility funds
pay for the annual maintenance of the vaults.

Outreach and Education
Lake Whatcom education and outreach programs seek to increase public awareness of stormwater problems
and promote voluntary actions that help protect and restore water quality. LWSU funding allows the Whatcom
County Stormwater Division to expand existing outreach programs and create new educational opportunities.
Some activities are provided in coordination with Lake Whatcom Management Program partners like the City
of Bellingham. Outreach activities supported by LWSU funding include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pet waste outreach, community events, and
neighborhood ambassador program
Yard waste management education
Septic system maintenance outreach and
rebate program support
Annual newsletter mailed to all residents in
the utility area
Quarterly e-newsletter with Lake Whatcom
related content
Lake Whatcom outreach coordination
meetings
Private stormwater system maintenance
program, including free facility evaluation
and maintenance reports
Watershed Watchers volunteer program

New Volunteer Opportunities!
For decades, Lake Whatcom watershed residents
have been doing their part to help protect
Lake Whatcom for future generations. You
can join these efforts by becoming an official
Watershed Watcher Volunteer. Learn more about
the ways you can help at www.lakewhatcom.
whatcomcounty.org/get-involved/volunteer.
Join the Watershed Watchers
program to help report stormwater
problems in your neighborhood!

Whatcom County Public Works
322 N. Commercial St., Suite 224
Bellingham, WA 98225
360.778.6230

Learn more about the Lake Whatcom watershed! Stay Connected!
Visit www.lakewhatcom.whatcomcounty.org. Sign up for the Lake Whatcom e-newsletter to receive updates on
events, volunteer opportunities, project updates and more. Learn more about lake threats, ways to get involved,
and how local governments are working together to protect the lake.

Join Your Neighbors in Protecting Lake Whatcom
Since 2011, more than 180 homeowners have improved their property and helped protect water quality in
Lake Whatcom with financial support from the Homeowner Incentive Program (HIP). HIP provides up to $8,000
in financial assistance based on project size.
Shoreline property owners play an important
role in lake stewardship and qualify for
additional assistance.
Homeowners can install native landscaping
that improves their yard and protects the lake
through HIP. When feasible, rain gardens,
underground filters, and infiltration systems can
be incorporated into HIP projects.
HIP is now available throughout the entire
watershed with supplemental funding provided
by the Lake Whatcom Stormwater Utility.
Curious if HIP is right for your property?
Visit www.lakewhatcomHIP.org to learn
more and sign up.

“After installing our HIP project, our yard was brought to life. HIP
helped us improve our yard and take an active role in protecting Lake
Whatcom.”—Tony and Sherae Quattrocchi, 2020 HIP homeowners.
Scan the QR code to watch a short video about Tony and Sherae!

